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Hello to all of my fellow Nebraska Women of Today members!   
 
What a wonderful weekend we had at Annual convention in Kearney on April 16- 18th.  Everyone had a 
wonderful time “Celebrating 25 years of Women of Today” in Nebraska.  The past presidents hosted the 
convention and did a great job with everything including the party on Saturday night!  The presidents 
brought their quilts and scrapbooks to share with all of us and the quizzes & trivia were a lot of fun.  I love 
to hear all of their stories from convention trips and I am in awe of the lasting friendships that these ladies 
have!  The Nebraska Women of Today are definitely “family” in every sense of the word!  
 
For those of you whom I have not had the pleasure of meeting yet 
my name is Laura Wachter from the Nebraska City chapter.  I am 
a single mom with a 12 year old son named Tanner.  I have served 
as local secretary, treasurer & president and on the state level as 
LPA president, secretary and Programming Vice President.  I am 
looking forward to traveling to each chapter this year and meeting 
the local members who are the heart of Women of Today.  You 
are the ones who make your local projects successful and your 
chapters strong!  And without you our organization wouldn’t be 
the wonderful thing that it is.   
 
My theme for this next year is “Working Together for Our Future!” because I believe that it takes each and 
every one of us to insure that our organization stays strong and vital for many years into the future.  And it 
will take ALL of us sharing our experiences and inviting friends, neighbors and family to come to visit us at 
our local meetings and seeing what we are all about.  Let them experience what we love about Women of 
Today!   I have many people that I keep inviting to local meetings because I know that someday the time 
will be right in their lives for them to join us.  Keep trying- you never know when that time will be! 
 
I would also like to thank Cindy Urlacher for her support & everyone who stepped up to take a position on 
the State Board for 2010- 2011!  Congratulations to all of you for maybe stepping out of your comfort zone 
a little bit and taking on a new challenge!  I love the challenges that Women of Today offers each of us.  
This is what helps us to grow and keep us strong!  I hope to see all of you soon!  
 
Laura Wachter 
State President 
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Membership VP 
MEMBERSHIP – LATE BREAKING 

NEWS!!!! 

 

 

Nebraska Women of Today, 
 
You did it!  Nebraska grew for the year!  We 
ended our year at base +2 for a total of 94 
members. 
 
Welcome to new members Erin McDermott and 
Michelle Ray from the Lincoln chapter and new 
member Marilyn Shanks from Fremont Area. 
 
Our overall retention for the year was 90%!  
This is absolutely fantastic. 
 
Thank you to all of you for the part you played 
in making this a positive membership year. 
 
Hands of Friendship 
Joyce Harpster 
Membership Vice President 
2009-2010 
chefsmom2000@yahoo.com 

 

External Program Manager 
My Fellow Members, 
I can’t believe that we are off to a new Women 
of Today year.  I am looking forward to this 
year, as I feel we have a great President that will 
lead us to the next level of our state’s growth 
and achievements in all areas.   
 
This year we are trying something new, as it 
was proposed at Annual Convention to put the 
External Programming area under Treasurer.  
So, I decided to be the guinea pig and see if this 
is feasible.   So, please watch my article, as I 
will only have one article promoting the 
Treasury and External Programming areas.  This 
is one way we can cut board positions, since our 
state membership is lower.   
 
I have several areas to highlight this month, so 
please bear with me.   Be sure that your chapter 

completes the Form 990 for the Federal 
government within the next few months.  It is 
easy to do, if you have questions please feel free 
to contact me and I will walk you through it.  
The Executive Director at Annual Convention 
asked that each chapter contact her with their 
Federal ID Number, and she also would like to 
know who is responsible in your chapter for 
filing the Form 990.  It is also a good idea, to 
have on record the name of the person that filed 
for your Federal ID Number. 
 

Chapter Mailing Fees are due to me by July 
1st, the cost is $30.00.  At this time I have 
received the following chapters mailing fees:  
Wauneta, Fremont Area and Lincoln’s.   
 

Budgets, has your chapter completed a 
Proposed Budget, if so please postmark this to 
me by July 1st.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me, I will be glad to 
help you. 
 
As I stated before, this year I will be overseeing 
Aid to Foster Children and the National 

External Program which is Abuse.  I would 
like to see each chapter run an educational and 
fundraiser for each program.  I would like our 
state to set our goal of raising $560 for each area 
in the coming year.  This averages $70 per 
chapter in each area.  I know we can do it!  
August, February and April are the Emphasis 
Months for our National External Program.  
During my year, I would like July, January and 
March to be Emphasis Months for Aid to Foster 
Children.   
 
I would like each chapter to plan something 
during the month of July for Aid to Foster 
Children and to let me know what you did.  
Remember, it can be educational or a fundraiser. 

  
“Raising Dough” 

Maxine Turner 
Treasurer 
External Program Manager 
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Personal Enrichment 

Program Manager 
We have all heard of the ripple effect – how one 
drop of water can make ripples that eventually 
stretch out to the edge of the lake.  The ripple 
effect is the spreading series of effects or 
consequences caused by a single event.  
Personal Enrichment Programming helps to 
shape us as individuals and can be a place where 
we can experience the ripple effect personally.  
One action we take can lead to a series of events 
in our lives.  One thing we learn or gain from a 
P.E.P. program could lead to multiple and long-
lasting effects in our lives.  We are at the start of 
another Women of Today year.  I challenge 
each of you to use the opportunities presented to 
you by the organization this year as events that 
may start a ripple effect in your life.  You never 
know where you may find yourself thanks to the 
Ripple Effect!! 
 
Amy Hardy 
teameffort.amy@charter.net  
“Start a Ripple Effect” 
 

ParliamentarianParliamentarianParliamentarianParliamentarian    
Are you ready to begin a new Women of Today 
year?   It’s going to be wonderful, President 
Laura has so many great ideas that will lead us 
to SUCCESS!   
 
One way to keep our chapter meetings 
successful is to use Parliamentary Procedures.  
It keeps things moving smoothly and with a 
sense of co-operation and fairness.  Robert’s 
Rules of Order is a perfect way to keep 
personalities out of any disagreements in your 
meetings and keep business running efficiently.  
The basic premise is; one person speaking at a 
time and everyone gets a voice in the meeting.  I 
know a lot of you, feel overwhelmed by the 
whole Parli thing…  but really it’s just a simple 
matter of using common sense and logic.  If you 
have any questions just call, email, snail mail or 
come visit me and I would be happy to help you 
find the answers.  I don’t have all the answers, 
but we can find them together!   

 
Ok, so here is the annual request from me…  
Email your Bylaws to me and I will review 
them and send them to the National 
Parliamentarian.  I am going to try to get them 
reviewed and make any suggestions for changes 
before summer convention, if I get them by June 
15, 2010.  WOW is it just me or does it STILL 
seem weird to see 2010?  
 
Until the next issue,    
Angela Moody 
Hoping for Order & Parliamentary Procedures 
Everywhere       Parliamentarian 
angela-moody@cox.net  
 

Chapter Chatter 
Kearney 
We are proud to start the year here in Kearney with a 
fresh team of leaders for our local chapter.  Amy 
Hardy is once again our President, Roberta Smith is 
again helping out as Vice President.  Our new 
Secretary is Nikki Runge.  Treasurer is Carol Porter 
and Kathy Morrow has retained the job of Chaplain.  
We are looking forward to a great year!! 
 
April is Volunteer recognition month and the 
Kearney Area Women of Today are excited to be 
honoring the Awana group in Elm Creek.  This 
group works with kids in grades K-6 after school, 
teaching bible study and religious education.  Our 
group gave Eileen's Cookies to each of the 15-20 
young adults and adults who teach the class and also 
provided the group with paper plates, napkins and 
paper cups to serve their snacks on. 
 
The KWOT were pleased to have NINE members at 
the Annual Nebraska Women of Today Convention, 
which was held in Kearney from April 16-18.  We 
were also thrilled to have THREE newcomers from 
Kearney present at the convention!  A great time 
was had by all.   The Kearney chapter brought home 
many honors and made the group proud!  What a 
wonderful experience for all of us and a great chance 
to meet many new women from all over the state and 
the country! 
 
Nikki Runge 
KWOT Chapter Secretary 
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Year End Awards 
April 2010 

 
MEMBERSHIP AWARDS 
Joyce Harpster, MVP  

 

INCENTIVE SESSION 

EARLY BIRD 

2
nd

 Trimester  

Beatrice 
Heartland 
Lincoln 
Nebraska City 
Sterling 
Wauneta 
 
3

rd
 Trimester 

Beatrice 
Fremont Area 
Heartland 
Kearney 
Lincoln 
Monarch 
Nebraska City 
 

 
S.T.E.P. III 

Cindy Urlacher - Heartland 
 

Amy Hardy – Kearney 
Roberta Smith – Kearney  
Kim Troudt – Kearney  
 
Joyce Harpster – Nebraska City 
 
 
MARCH MADNESS 

Drawing 
Amy Hardy - 1 
Joyce Harpster – 1 
Roberta Smith – 2 
Kim Troudt – 1 
Cindy Urlacher 
 
 

 

LUNCHEON 

Fast Start 

Heartland 
Kearney 
Nebraska City 
 

100% RETENTION 

2
nd

 Trimester 

Beatrice 
Kearney 
Nebraska City 
Sterling 
Wauneta 
 

3
rd

 Trimester 

Beatrice 
Fremont Area 
Heartland 
Nebraska City 
Sterling 
Wauneta 
 
NEW MEMBER RECOGNITION 

2
nd

 Trimester 

Cheri Theesen – Kearney 
 
3

rd
 Trimester 

Jill Reil – Heartland 
Brittani Faimon – Kearney 
Kirsten Scheer – Kearney 
Katie Smith – Kearney 
Linda Spotanski - Monarch 
Donnette Hoyle – Nebraska City 
 
RECRUITER 

2
nd

 Trimester 

Kim Troudt – Kearney 
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3
rd

 Trimester 

Cindy Urlacher – Heartland 

Amy Hardy - Kearney 
Roberta Smith – Kearney (2 members) 
Kim Troudt – Kearney  
Joyce Harpster – Nebraska City 
 
BANQUET 

100% Retention Entire Year 

Beatrice 
Fremont Area 
Nebraska City 
Sterling 
Wauneta 
 
CHAPTER GROWTH 

Kearney - +2 
Wauneta - +1 
 
HONORABLE MENTION –  
Nebraska City +1 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAPTER OF THE YEAR 
 

Kearney Women of Today 

 

 
PROGRAMMING 
Laura Wachter, PVP 
 
INCENTIVE SESSION 
Governmental Affairs: 
Kearney: 

Amy Hardy 
 Kathy Morrow  

Roberta Smith  
Kim Troudt 

Nebraska City: 
Christine Rice 

 Joyce Harpster  
 Laura Wachter  

Heartland: 
 Jessica Urlacher 
 Angela Moody 
 Linda Lenser 
 Cindy Urlacher 

 
Monarchs: 
 Karen Gruber 
Lincoln: 
 Terri Sherman 
Wauneta: 
 Cindi Bahler 
 
Fizzle Award:  
 Heartland 
 Nebraska City 
 Monarch 
 
Judge Recognition:  
Jessica Urlacher, Christine Rice, Joyce Harpster 
 
Outstanding Programming Chapter 2nd 
Trimester- Kearney 
 
Team Recognition:   
Brandi Brown, Linda Lenser, Christine Rice 
 
Community Development:   
Heartland, Nebraska City, Monarchs 
 
TRIMESTER DONATION SUMMARIES:   
2nd & 3rd -- Nebraska City 
2nd & 3rd -- Lincoln 
3rd -- Heartland 
 
LUNCHEON 
Outstanding Programming Chapter 3rd trimester-  
Lincoln 
 
Fast Starts: 
2nd & 3rd Trimesters 
 Kearney 
 Nebraska City  
3rd Trimester: 
 Heartland 
 
BANQUET 

ROAD RUNNER: 
State Board Member-  
Roberta Smith 4,362 miles 
Chapter- Kearney 9,468 miles 
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PROJECT RECOGNITION 
1st place- Internal Ways & Means:  Fremont 
Area  
 
1st Place: Internal Member Enrichment- 
Fremont Area 
 
OUTSTANDING PROGRAMMING 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR: 

 

Lincoln Women of Today 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU TO THE 

FOLLOWING 

SUPPORTERS FOR 

THE 

2009- 2010  

 

BUY A PLAQUE 

PROGRAM: 
  
   
OUTSTANDING YOUNG 
WOMAN – Turner’s Treasurers 
  
OUTSTANDING EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEMBER – Cindy 
Urlacher 
  
OUTSTANDING EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEMBER – Cindy 
Urlacher 
  
  
 

April Showers bring May April Showers bring May April Showers bring May April Showers bring May FFFFlowerslowerslowerslowers    


